
 

 

 

The Supremacy of Jesus Christ – Part II 
"What Wondrous Love is This?" 

Leader's Guide 
 

 
 

This "Leader's Guide" is intended to help you walk a small group (either from your 

church, or neighborhood or in any other ministry venue) through the "What Wondrous 

Love is This?" animation study guide. 

 

There's a lot of information here and you shouldn't feel that you have to cover 

everything. My prayer is simply that this study guide supplement will help to "seed" your 

group's conversations and give you a sense of where to guide the discussions that will 

hopefully arise as you walk through the animation. 

 

I pray that as you undertake to lead a discussion built around this animation, the Lord 

would cause His word represented here to be powerful and effective in your life and the 

lives of your group members. May focused attention on His word and on the Savior we 

see within lead you and your group to greater heights of faith, hope, and love in Christ. 

 

  



I. Blotted Out of the Book 
 

1) Having read the passage in Exodus 32, why do you think this spike is 

falling from the sky? What might the spike itself represent? Why do you 

think verse 33 is inscribed on it?  

a. The spike falling from the sky represents that the "curse" of Exodus 32 

is coming "down" from God, it represents the Divine origin of the 

decree. 

b. The spike itself represents the "curse" This is also why the verse is 

inscribed on it.  

c. While it's good to facilitate discussion, try to draw people's attention 

back to the passage and how this "spike" is a visual representation of 

the curse that God declared in these verses. 

 

2) God says that anyone who sins against Him will be blotted out of His 

book, but what is the specific sin mentioned in this passage?  

a. Idolatry – specifically the creation of the golden calf.  

 

3) Idolatry is not just bowing to a golden statue. How would you define it? 

(For some help, check out Part I of this study, or Jeremiah 2:11-13, Isaiah 

55:2-3, and Romans 1:21-25.)  

a. Idolatry could quite simply be defined as preferring anything to God 

(note how in each of the passages mentioned above there is a 

substitution of God for "not-God"). It is going to something other than 

God for our satisfaction (Jeremiah, Isaiah) or as our authority (Romans), 

or as our provider and protector and power (Matthew 6:24). 

b. See the list of 35 "X-Ray Questions" at the end of this leader's 

guide for some great discussion points on idolatry of the heart. 

 

4) When our hearts make something into an idol – how is that a sin "against 

God"?  

a. Having a heart idol (which is a danger for all of us) is basically deciding 

(intentionally or unintentionally) to make something more precious, 

more significant, more authoritative, more central, more powerful in 

your life than God Himself. Now, God's supremacy is not affected by 

our heart's choosing another "god" any more than the moon is 

endangered when a child throws a rock at it, nevertheless, it is a 

grievous act of rebellion against Him.  



b. Romans 1:21-22 says that idolatry is a refusal to honor or thank God 

and an exchange of Him for something worthless.  

c. Or again, in Hosea 1:2 (and many other places), idolatry is equated with 

"whoredom." The idea here is that God is the "husband" of His people, 

and when we give ourselves to a false "god," we are acting like 

prostitutes. In that sense, idolatry is a sin against God just as a wife 

bringing another man into her bedroom would be a sin against her 

husband……We do this in our hearts whenever we prefer _________ to 

God. 

 

5) What does this verse say is the punishment for idolatry? How do we see 

that in the image?  

a. The punishment for idolatry (and for all sin) is being "blotted out" of 

God's book, that is to say, being condemned to eternal punishment 

rather than welcomed into eternal life.  

i. This may raise questions of eternal security (i.e., "can I lose my 

salvation?"). This question will be dealt with more fully in section 

8, so you may want to refer to that section or defer answers to 

their questions until then. 

ii. This also may raise the question of "how then can anyone be 

saved since everyone sins?" That is a wonderful question.  If this 

question comes up, help your people feel the hopeless state that 

we are all in…..it's true….we have all sinned and so are all under 

this curse. Then, if it seems fitting, bring them to the answer: We 

can be saved because Christ Himself will bear this curse for His 

people. Jesus will be "blotted out" of God's book, as it were, so 

that all who trust in Him might be saved. This will be addressed 

more fully in future sections. 

b. We the idea of being "blotted out" represented in this image because 

the spike is deadly and the man would have no hope of surviving a 

direct impact from it. This is a "death blow" from God toward 

idolaters… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



II. What Wondrous Love is This? 

 
Consider: Why did He do this? 

a. The answer from these passages is "Love."John 14 shows us that Jesus 

laid His life down so that the world would see His love for God the 

Father. And in John 15, Jesus says that what He's doing is an act of love 

for His "friends." "Friends" is in quotation marks because Jesus died out 

of love for people who were His enemies at the time (Romans 5:10), in 

order to make them His friends. 

2) How is the passage in Matthew 27 represented in this image?  

a. The suffering that Jesus goes through in Matthew 27 is represented by 

the spike and the blood. Pain, suffering, wounding, death – these 

elements are all present in both the image and the passage. 

b. In Matthew 27:46, we see Jesus utter the introductory words of Psalm 

22, "My God, my God, way have you forsaken me?" This quotation 

implies that Jesus was being forsaken/wounded/crushed by God 

Himself. That is reflected in this image in that the curse of God has 

pierced the Son of God. 

c. Though it is not explicit in the passage, anyone familiar with the gospel 

will realize that Jesus is suffering because of our sins, not because of 

His own. This sense of substitution is represented by the Christ's having 

been pierced by the spike meant for the man. 

d. We also know that Christ's sufferings in Matthew 27 were 

"propitiatory." That is to say, they turned away and swallowed up the 

wrath of God toward sinners. In this image we see God's "wrath" being 

stopped before it can destroy the sinner. 

 

3) Judging by what was learned in the previous section, why is it significant 

that the spike is piercing Jesus' hand?  

a. We've already seen that this spike represents the curse of God against 

idolaters (and sinners in general, i.e., all of humanity). Therefore, the 

fact that it is piercing Jesus implies that there has been a substitution. 

He took the punishment, the "curse," that the man deserved. 

 

4) What is significant about where the man is sitting in this image?  

a. Try to help your people notice that the man is sitting directly under the 

spike's point. Had Christ not intervened, this man would have had no 

chance at all. The wrath, the punishment, the curse was stopped inches 

from his face…. 



b. Every Christian is in this position. Every one of us had the "spike" of 

God's curse plummeting onto our heads, and every one of us was 

saved by the miraculous intervention of Christ, our substitute.  

c. If anyone in your group is not a Christian, perhaps (or perhaps not, 

you'll have to read their readiness and receptivity) you can point out 

that, apart from Christ, that spike, that curse is still falling toward them 

with nothing to stop its descent. 

 

5) The love of God is the most beautiful truth in the universe, yet we see it 

best in the most horrific event in the universe. How does this image 

communicate that love?  

a. The "wondrous love" of God is displayed in Christ's death under the 

wrath that we deserved (1 John 4:9-10). That is communicated in this 

image by Christ's bearing the "spike" in our place. 

b. Jesus, not the idolater, is "blotted out" of God's book….He is "cursed" in 

the man's place….Help your people ponder the sort of heart that would 

move God to do this. God Almighty, chooses to come as a man, chooses 

to bear our punishment, chooses to lay Himself down in our place. That 

is a wondrous love. 

 

6) If time permits, read Galatians 2:20 and Revelation 1:5. With those verses 

echoing in your mind and heart, read Matthew 27:32-50 and see again 

the wondrous love of God in Christ.  

a. The goal of this exercise is to help your group read the crucifixion as an 

act of love. Both Galatians and Revelation explicitly teach that what 

Jesus was doing in His death was loving His people…..As the whips 

cracked, as the nails were driven, as the crowds taunted and jeered and 

as the wrath of God was poured out into His soul….what was in Christ's 

heart the entire time…."because I love them, because I love them, 

because I love them…." 

b. It's imperative to understand that God's love for us is not because He 

finds us lovely. Guard your people from believing that the cross is a 

statement of how much they are worth, as if God was willing to go 

through all of this because He "couldn't stand to be without them." 

This sort of thinking belittles God, minimizes the beauty of what was 

happening, and diminishes our joy in salvation. This is a huge and 

possibly paradigm-shifting topic and I can't address it fully here. Below 

are a few quick proofs of what I've claimed. If you want to read more 

about this, scan the QR code or visit the web link listed for this 

question in the appendices. 



i. Belittles God 

1. Throughout scripture, the supreme purpose of God in all 

He does is the communication of His glory. The goal of 

the universe, and everything that happens in it, is to make 

known the infinite value, worth, desirability, and 

supremacy of God. And this is no less true for our 

salvation (Isaiah 48:9-11, Ephesians 1:5-6, 11-12). 

2. One of the ways God is glorified is by needing nothing 

and giving everything (Acts 17:24-25). When we present 

the cross as though it is what God had to do because He 

was "lonely," or because he "couldn't live without us," we 

are being unscriptural and speaking in a way that belittles 

His supremacy. 

ii. Minimizes Beauty 

1. Romans 5:10 explains that we were enemies of God when 

Christ died for us, and Ephesians 2:1-3 teaches that we 

were spiritually dead, Satan-pursuing rebels. The beauty 

of Christ's death is that it was for undeserving, unlovely 

people. Therefore, any intrinsic loveliness that we 

presume to have had which might have draw God toward 

us in the work of salvation diminishes the beauty of our 

salvation. It dulls the brilliance of God's utterly 

undeserved and free love and shortens the distance to 

which Christ stooped to lift us from our sins and 

therefore minimizes the beauty of the act itself. 

iii. Diminishes Joy 

1. Lastly, when we presume that Christ died for use because 

there was something in us valuable enough to die for, we 

cut out the heart of our eternal joy. 

2. The greatest joy of the human heart is to be with God 

and see His glory in Christ (Psalm 16:11, 27:4, 73:25-26, 

John 14:14:3, 17:24). God, not self, is the fountain at 

which we were created to drink (Jeremiah 2:13). However, 

saying that the cross is ultimately a display of our value 

takes our eyes off God (the source of infinite joy) and 

places them on self (a source of temporary joy at best). It 

trades the limitless gladness of plumbing the depths of 

God's revealed nature for the quick fix of a self-esteem 

boost. 

 



III. Man of Sorrows 

 
1) How is Isaiah 53:3-4 reflected in this picture? 

a. Jesus seems to be "rejected" or "despised" by many people in this 

picture, He stands alone at the center, cut off from the others. 

b. The man in the foreground is turning his face away from Christ, just as 

the passage says. 

c. Jesus carries the heavy weight of the cross, possibly reflecting the fact 

that He "carried" our sorrows. 

d. Jesus is colored the same color as the "sin" in the man's heart from 

previous scenes. This could represent that fact that Jesus is carrying in 

Himself the sins/griefs of humanity. 

 

2) Taking into account both the reading from Isaiah and from Hebrews, 

why do you think Jesus looks the way He does in this image?  

a. Hebrews talks about Christ as the radiance of God's glory, whereas 

Isaiah calls Him a "man of sorrows." Both of these elements can be 

seen in the fact that, though Christ is dark with the our sins and 

sorrows, He is also "radiant" with white lines and the halo. This helps us 

feel the dissonance that the Radiance of God's glory would submit to 

suffering as a creature in the place of His creations. 

 

3) What do you think the man in this image is thinking? What might you be 

thinking?  

a. Try to help your people engage their emotions at this point. What 

feelings does this image evoke? Especially when informed by Isaiah 53, 

how does it make you feel toward Christ? The goal here is to put your 

group in the shoes of the man for whom Christ is dying. If they are 

Christians this will hopefully stir their love for and devotion to Christ. If 

they are not believers, then perhaps this exercise will move them closer 

to accepting Christ as Lord. 

 

4) The words "Sorrow" and "Grief" are used in both verse 3 and 4 of Isaiah 

53. How are they used in verse 3? How does their use in verse 4 change 

the way we understand their use in verse 3? Jesus is called a "man of 

sorrows" and someone "acquainted with grief." Whose sorrows and 

griefs are these?  

a. In verse three these words are used to describe Christ. 



b. In verse four it is revealed that He bore our griefs and carried our 

sorrows. It is as if we see a man clean out his bank account to pay a 

massive debt and we think to ourselves, "wow, there's someone who 

can't budget his money…there's someone in bad shape financially, I'm 

glad I'm not him…" and then, as he pays the debt we notice that it is 

our name on the bill! The debt was ours! This is what verse 4 forces us 

to see. It is our grief and our suffering that crushes this man. 

 

5) Remember that Jesus reveals God to us (John 1:18). With that in mind – 

and remembering what we read about Jesus from Hebrews 1:2-3 – what 

does this passage tell us about the character of God?  

a. Help your people feel the "dissonance" of the cross. That is to say, help 

them to feel that God Almighty, the One who upholds the universe 

with a word, willingly chose to come and be crushed under our sorrows 

and our griefs. The heights from which Christ descended and the 

depths to which He sank are incalculable. And the "name" for that 

distance, the "name' for the gap between His glory in heaven and His 

shame at the cross is Love. 

b. So, this passage helps us to see and experience the great love of God 

that would suffer such horrors in order that His people might come to 

Himself and be satisfied in Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IV. The Sins of Us All 

 
1) Which verses from the reading can you see represented in this image 

a. Perhaps the most clearly represented verse is 53:6, "the LORD has laid 

on Him the iniquity of us all." The image of the idolater inside Jesus 

represents the reality that God placed or "imputed" our sins into the 

person of Christ on the cross. The wounds Jesus receives at the cross 

(both physically from the Romans, and spiritually from God the Father) 

were because He bore our iniquities. 

 

2) In what ways is Jesus presented as a "substitute" in these verses?  

a. Verse 4: "He has borne our griefs…carried our sorrows."  

b. Verse 5: "wounded for our transgressions…crushed for our iniquities." 

"upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His 

stripes, we are healed." 

c. Verse 6: "…the LORD has laid on Him the iniquities of us all." 

 

3) What is the sin that "we all" are guilty of in verse 6? What does Isaiah say 

that God does with this sin? What is the punishment for it? Have we been 

"like sheep" before?  

a. The sin is going astray which is also called turning to our own way. 

When we wander off, doing what we think is best, we are actually 

"going astray" from the Lord and from the path of life. Ironically, the 

culturally popular advice to "follow your heart" is exactly what is being 

condemned as sin in this passage.  

b. God, mercifully lays this sin on Christ (for all those who will trust Him as 

Lord and Savior 

c. The punishment for the sin of straying from God like sheep from a 

shepherd is outlined in verses 4-5, it is exactly what Jesus is bearing in 

His people's place….grief, sorrow, wounding, crushing, chastisement, 

stripes, and – in verse 9 – death. 

 

4) How do these verses give a "behind the scenes" glimpse of the death of 

Christ? According to Isaiah, what was happening while Jesus was 

suffering?  

a. It gives a "behind the scenes" glimpse because it shows us what was 

happening spiritually while Christ suffered. Yes, the gospels tell us that 

He was crushed and smitten and afflicted, however Isaiah tells us why 



and by whom. He was crushed for our sins, and the "Crusher" was God 

Himself. 

b. When Jesus was suffering on Good Friday, He was bearing our sins and 

the punishment they deserved. 

 

 

5) Read Matthew 27:41-43. Do you understand these words differently 

after reading Isaiah? If so – how?  

a. Help to draw out the irony of these words for your people. The priests, 

scribes, elders, and people are mocking Christ for His suffering, and yet 

He is suffering for their sins. The punishment He is bearing is the one 

they deserve – and the one they will all suffer if they refuse to trust Him 

as Lord and Savior. 

b. Especially ironic is the saying, "He saved others; He cannot save 

Himself." He is saving others by not saving Himself! Isaiah's prophecy 

helps us see more deeply into the wonder of what was taking place at 

the cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



V. Like a Lamb to the Slaughter 
 

1) The "Wrath of God" is God's holy, just, sovereign, and infinite anger 

against sin. Ultimately, being "blotted out" of God's book means to be 

under His wrath. Where do you see God's wrath in Isaiah 53 and 1 John 

4? Toward whom is God's wrath directed in these passages? 

a. In Isaiah 53 His wrath is expressed in the griefs, sorrows, wounding, 

crushing, chastising, striping, slaughter, and death borne by the 

Servant. In 1 John we see it expressed in the "propitiation" or "wrath 

absorbing sacrifice" of Christ. 

b. God's wrath is directed at Jesus Christ in these passages (Who is 

specifically called His Son in 1 John and the Servant in Isaiah 53). 

 

2) Hebrews 4:15 (and other places) teach that Jesus never sinned. If this is 

the case, why is He bearing God's wrath?  

a. Point your group to Isaiah 53:6. Jesus is bearing the wrath of God 

towards sinners because Jesus takes into Himself the sins of sinners. 

 

3) How is the Wrath of God represented in this image? Does this picture 

make you think differently about Jesus' death on the cross? If so, how?  

a. The fiery, sword wielding "executioner" represents God's wrath. Often 

the wrath of God is closely connected with fire or sword in scripture 

(Exodus 22:24, 32:10; 2 Kings 23:26; Psalm 21:9, 78:62, etc.).  

b. In discussing how this picture might cause someone to think differently 

about the cross, help to draw out the staggering reality that, on the 

cross the Father crushed His Beloved Son. That is what this image 

communicates. It was not the Romans or the Jews or even Humanity 

who ultimately killed Jesus, it was His Father.  

i. This is stunning and yet it is true. Help your people feel this. And 

why did God do this? Why did the Father crush His Beloved and 

why did Christ willingly offer Himself up to be crushed? So that 

we might come to God as our treasure and not our executioner. 

ii. Remind your people that the Father loves the Son infinitely. This 

was not "Divine Child Abuse," as some have called it….this is the 

Father sacrificing His Beloved Son and the Son sacrificing His 

own life so that we might be saved… if you are going to be 

astounded, be astounded at the love that achieved such a costly 

salvation. 

 



4) If God did not love us the way 1 John says He does – how would this 

picture be different?  

a. If God did not love us by sending His own Son as the wrath-absorbing 

sacrifice, then it would be us on the cross…..us under the blade of 

wrath. Imagine the difference if we were the ones on that cross, with 

the sword of God's wrath plunging downward on our heads…..that is 

where every one of us are without Christ. 

 

5) Read Hebrews 10:26-31. If someone refuses to accept Jesus' absorption 

of God's wrath toward sinners at the cross, who will absorb the wrath 

due to their sins?  

a. The point here is that, to reject Christ as our substitute means that we 

will bear God's wrath. Someone will be crushed for my sins, someone 

will be damned for what I have done….it will either be me or it was 

Christ.  

b. This passage in Hebrews was written to people who have heard the 

gospel message but have not been impacted by it. Perhaps they are 

saying that they believe, but the author of Hebrews makes it clear that 

their lives are not aligned with the gospel (verse 26, "sinning 

deliberately). 

c. Some may read this passage and wonder if the author is saying that 

willful sin after we trust in Jesus would cause us to "lose our salvation." 

That is not what's being taught here. Everyone sins, even the Christian, 

and even though every sin is horrific and should be fought against with 

zeal, Christ's blood covers the daily stumbling of His people (1 John 

1:8-2:1). 

d. Rather, the author is warning against a life of willful, unrepentant, un-

fought sin. Verse 26 teaches that – as long as we are living in that state 

– there is no forgiveness for our sins. This is because salvation 

necessitates coming to Christ as Lord and we cannot call Him "Lord" 

and yet live in continual and unrepentant disobedience to Him (Luke 

6:46). If we are living in continual sin, making no effort to stop, then we 

have no assurance of salvation. Someone living this way lies if they say 

that Christ's sacrifice is covering their sins….rather, they are headed for 

fearful judgment. 

 

 

 

 

 



VI. Forgiving Sin, Not Clearing the Guilty 
 

1) What are some glorious aspects of God's "Name" in Exodus 34:6-7? What 

are some terrifying aspects of it? 

c. YHWH's "Name" is proclaimed so that the elements of it that are easily 

received as wonderful to us come first. He is merciful, gracious, patient, 

overflowing with covenant-keeping love and faithfulness. He keeps 

steadfast love for thousands and He forgives every kind of sin (the 

repetition of three different words for "sin" emphasizes that there is no 

sin that He is not able to forgive). These are all glorious truths about 

our God….I pray that the Lord would enable your group to linger over 

these them. 

d. Next comes the terrifying aspects of His Name. These are not "bad" 

elements in God – it is good that He is just! – however, they are "bad 

news" for God's enemies. He does not clear the guilty. He does not 

dismiss sin as if it is a small matter, and He repays sin trans-

generationally so that as long as a family hates Him, He will deal out 

fitting punishment to them. 

i. Notice that I said, "as long as a family hates Him." Even though 

Exodus 34 doesn't include it, a parallel passage in Exodus 20:5 

clarifies that God repays the sins of the father to the children of 

those who hate Him.  

ii. The implication here is not that God simply makes the children 

pay for the parents sins, but rather that He punishes those who 

hate Him throughout all their generations….as long as they 

continue to be opposed to Him.  

iii. However, if a child's father hated God and was under God's 

wrath, and yet the child grows up and confesses his sins and 

comes to God for mercy, he will be forgiven and welcomed into 

the "thousands" with whom YHWH keeps steadfast love. 

 

2) In verse 7, God says that He forgives "iniquity, transgression, and sin" 

and yet will "by no means clear the guilty." In order to forgive someone, 

they must be guilty. And yet, God both forgives all sorts of sins and at 

the same time by no means clears the guilty. How does the death of 

Jesus on the cross make sense of this apparent contradiction?  

a. When Jesus dies on the cross, our sin is perfectly condemned in Him 

(Romans 8:3), and more than that, it is as if we ourselves – the guilty 

ones – are crucified with Him (Galatians 2:20). So because of Jesus' 



death in our place, God can forgive our sins and yet not clear the guilty 

party – Jesus himself becomes the guilty party and dies in our place. 

b. A helpful way to picture this is by the analogy of a husband and a wife. 

If the wife accrues a crippling amount of debt, someone has to pay the 

debt. Now, if the husband pays off his wife's debt, the debt is fulfilled 

and yet the wife didn't have to lift a finger. Her debt is "cancelled" and 

yet the debt was paid. 

c. In a similar way, this is how the work of Christ on the cross achieves our 

forgiveness without clearing the guilty (see also Paul's argument in 

Romans 3:23-26). 

 

3) How is God's Name in Exodus 34:6-7 represented in this image? How are 

the truths we've seen in previous sessions represented in it? (i.e., 

substitution, wondrous love and just wrath).  

a. God's Name is represented in the fact that we see both the sin-

condemning justice of God represented in the sword ("who will by no 

means clear the guilty…") as well as the sin-forgiving mercy of God 

represented in the splintered cross ("merciful and gracious…forgiving 

iniquity, transgression and sin"). 

 

4) In John 1:18, John teaches that Jesus perfectly shows us what God is like. 

How is Jesus' death on Mount Calvary a proclamation of the same 

"Name" that Moses heard on Mount Sinai?  

a. As mentioned earlier, Jesus' death beautifully brings together the 

Name of God in Exodus 34:6-7 by showing that He is both the God 

who forgives sins and yet does not clear the guilty.  

b. In this way, Jesus Christ crucified is a sort of "embodied" declaration of 

the same Name spoken on Sinai. It is as if, in the agony and suffering, 

in the blood and steel and splintered wood, YHWH Himself is saying, "I 

Am who I Am, YHWH, YHWH a God merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 

steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 

sin….but…who will by no means clear the guilty…." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VII. The Veil Removed 

 
1) What elements from the reading in 2 Corinthians are being represented 

in this picture? 

a. The "veil" that keeps someone's heart from beholding the glory of the 

Lord has been removed by the Spirit (2 Cor.3:17-17). 

b. The "veil" in this image was the idolatrous pursuits that had been 

clouding this man's eyes. This seems to match up with Paul's lament 

that the god of this world (Satan) has blinded people to the gospel of 

Christ (2 Cor.4:4). 

 

2) What has this man seen (Hint:2 Cor.4:6)? How would you describe his 

emotions right now? What would you be thinking or feeling in his place?  

a. As the animation itself attempts to makes clear, the man is seeing the 

"gospel of the glory of Christ."  

b. Try to help your people arrive at the conclusion that it is one thing to 

"see" the gospel (that is, to have heard it before), and quite another 

thing to "see" the gospel (that is, to recognize that it is glorious and 

that Christ is the image of God Himself). That second sort of seeing is 

what this man is experiencing (I pray it is also true for those in your 

small group).  

 

3) In 2 Cor.4:4, the god of this world (Satan) is said to be blinding the minds 

of people. To what is he blinding them? How do you think Satan does 

this? (Hint: Remember the study from Part I, also, read Romans 1:21-25). 

How is this represented in the above picture?  

a. 2 Cor.4:4 says that he is blinding people to the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ. In other words, he is attempting to keep people 

from seeing Jesus Christ and His gospel as glorious and compelling. 

b. Though this passage doesn't give a specific "strategy" for how Satan 

blinds minds to the glory of Christ, Romans 1:21-25 is clear that 

alternative to seeing glory in God is seeing glory in created things 

(v.25, "they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped 

and served the creature rather than the Creator"). It seems then, from 

scripture as well as from experience, that one of the central ways Satan 

blinds minds to Christ's glory is by causing other things to seem more 

glorious. In short: "idolatry." The natural mind is inclined to see glory 

and goodness and desirability in 10,000 things besides the gospel, 



surely this is one of the effective strategies that the enemy uses to keep 

eyes closed to the supremacy of Christ. 

c. In this picture the "tubes" attached to the man's eyes and ears and 

mouth and mind are all "feeding" him distractions….he is seeking 

satisfaction in all these empty things and – up until the moment that 

the Spirit removed them – they were blinding him to Christ.  

 

4) Read Paul's own conversion story in Acts 26:12-18. After reading this 

passage (and keeping in mind 2 Corinthians 3:16-4:6), what would you 

say comes first: "sight" of Christ or faith in Christ?  

a. In Paul's conversion story we read that first he saw the light and heard 

Jesus speaking to him and then he believed. Again, in Jesus' words in 

Acts 26:18, the opening of the eyes comes before turning to God. And 

lastly, in 2 Corinthians 4:6, it is God who shines first into a person's 

heart and in this shining, He grants them the "light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 

b. All of this implies that sight (seeing with the eyes of the heart) comes 

first and then belief. 

 

5) In the passages you've read, who gives a person this "sight'?  

a. God Himself is the one who gives this spiritual sight of His glory in 

Christ. 

 

6) Based on your answer from question 5, what then should be the 

“posture” of the human heart toward God? (for example: proud, humble, 

dependent, independent, partnering with Him, leaning on Him, spiteful, 

grateful, etc.)?  

a. Try to help your people sense the great dependency that this truth 

creates in our hearts. We are blind without the Lord. We cannot make 

ourselves see Jesus as glorious, God must "shine into our hearts," He 

must "remove the veil" if we are to see and be saved. This should leave 

us humble and desperate for the Lord…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7) Has 2 Corinthians 4:6 or Acts 26:18 happened to you? Another way to ask 

that question is: "Do you recognize Jesus Christ, and the gospel of His 

death and resurrection as glorious and beautiful and satisfying to your 

soul?" If Yes, what makes you say this? If No, why do you think that is the 

case?  

a. This is a "heart question." We must have factual knowledge of Christ 

and of the gospel, but this is not enough to save – even the demons 

know the facts about God (James 2:19). The goal of this question is to 

draw people into love with the gospel and with Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VIII. The Conquering Lamb 

 
1) In Isaiah 53:3-12, we read about Jesus as the Lamb who was slain for the 

sins of His people. How is the description of Jesus in this passage similar 

to Isaiah? How is it different?  

a. In Isaiah we see a silent, meek lamb who is led to the slaughter (for the 

sake of others). In Revelation we see a conquering Lamb who – though 

slain – is living and victorious.  

b. Unlike the meek lamb of Isaiah, the Conquering Lamb of Revelation 

boldly approaches the throne of God Himself and receives from God 

the right to unfold the conclusion of history. 

c. People despise, reject, and hide their faces from the Lamb in Isaiah, but 

in Revelation the Lamb receives the worship of the entire created order, 

being exalted to a place equal with God the Father. 

 

2) In Isaiah and some of the other passages we've read in this study, Jesus' 

death is  presented as a tragedy (as, indeed, it was). How is His death 

presented in Revelation 5? What is the specific reason that Jesus is being 

worshiped in verses 9-10?  

a. In Revelation 5, the Lamb's death is represented as His victory, we see 

this most clearly in the song of the angels in verses 9-10. Here it is His 

death that ransomed people for God. 

b. The death of Christ – and the accomplishments that stream from it – 

form the ground for His being worshiped in these verses. 

 

3) According to this passage, what did Jesus' death accomplish? How was 

this expressed in the animation?  

a. Verse 9, "…by your death you ransomed people for God…" 

b. The idea is that Jesus' death ransoms people from the wrath of God 

that is going to be poured out on the unbelieving world with the return 

of Christ. 

c. This was presented in the animation most clearly when the camera 

zooms into the wound on Christ's hand to reveal the redeemed from 

all the different nations of the earth dressed in white. 

 

 

 

 



4) Recall that this study started with God's warning that those who sinned 

against Him would be "blotted out" of His book of life. However, in 

Revelation 13:8 (read 13:5-8 to get the context) we learn the full name of 

that book. What is the full name of the book of life?  

a. The book's full name is "The Book of Life of the Lamb Who Was Slain."  

 

5) What do you think the relation is between the names written in The 

Book of Life of the Lamb Who Was Slain and Revelation 5:9?  

a. Since it is called the Book of Life of the Lamb who was slain,  Revelation 

13:8 ties the "Book of Life," and the names written there, very closely to 

the ransoming death of Jesus already mentioned in 5:9 ("Worthy are 

you (the Lamb)…for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 

people for God…). The implication is that the ones ransomed by the 

blood of Jesus are the same ones whose names are written in the Book 

of the Lamb. 

 

6) According to God’s curse in Exodus 32:33, every single human on this 

planet should be “blotted out” of the book of life, because all of us have 

sinned against Him (Romans 3:23). However, Revelation 13:8 tells us that 

people's names are written in it. How might Revelation 5:9 help us to 

understand this apparent contradiction?  

a. Revelation 5:9 says that Jesus' death has ransomed people for God. As 

we've already seen, Christ's death was substitutionary, it was in our 

place and under our punishment. The ransoming death of Jesus brings 

us out of the path of God's wrath and into fellowship with Him. 

b. We've also seen that the book of life (the very book that God said 

sinners would be blotted out of in Exodus 32) is actually called, "The 

Book of Life of the Lamb Who Was Slain."  

c. The implication is that the Lamb's death has purchased names for this 

book. When Jesus died on the cross, His name was blotted out of the 

book and the names of everyone who would ever believe Him were 

written into it – and they will never be blotted out. 

i. The discussion of how Jesus' death causes our names to be 

written into the book while His own is "blotted out" on the 

cross, may raise either the issue of a) "eternal security" (can I 

lose my salvation?) or b) the seriousness of God's warning in 

Exodus 32 (was it a vain threat if Jesus ensures our names are 

written there by His death?). I will address both briefly below. 

1. Some people, upon hearing God’s curse in Exodus 32 

about “blotting out” a name from His book, may think 



that this means that one who has truly come to see Christ 

as precious and love Him as Lord, God, and Savior could 

somehow “lose their salvation.” However, in Revelation 

13:8 (and many other places which we don’t have the 

space to study here), we see that this is not the case. 

Notice that in this passage it is because a person’s name 

is written in the Book of Life that they do not worship the 

Beast.  

 

In other words, having your name written in this book 

ensures that you will not turn your back on Christ and 

embrace an “idol”. Therefore, if someone turns from 

Christ and plunges into a life of rebellion, it is not 

because they “lost their salvation”, but because their 

names had never been written in the Lamb’s Book of Life 

– they never were truly saved (Hebrews 3:14, 1 John 2:19).  

 

2. Then the question is: “was God’s threat to blot names out 

of this book in Exodus 32 meaningless?” The answer is: 

“no.”  

 

For those who will not trust Christ, it is as if their names 

have eternally been “blotted out” of this book in response 

to the sin of rebellion against God. And for the ones who 

trust in the One True God and in His Christ, their sins are 

placed on their Lord Himself and He is – in a very real 

sense – “blotted out” of the book in their place. Because 

the Lord Himself was “blotted out” as He hung on the 

cross, the names of those who have been made to trust 

in Him will never be blotted out (Revelation 3:5).  

 

3. If you do walk into this conversation with your people, try 

to be very clear at this point: Though it is true that we 

cannot “lose our salvation,” this does not mean that we 

can live a life of un-fought sin and still think we are 

“saved.”  

 

The Bible is frightfully clear that a life lived in sin will lead 

to hell – not because we lost salvation, but because we 

never had it (see Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7:16-23, or 



again, Hebrews 3:12-14, 10:26-31). Good works do not 

earn us salvation, but rather prove our salvation. Consider 

a tree: good fruit does not make the tree alive, good fruit 

proves that the tree is alive. And for the Christian, God 

Himself ensures that they bear “good fruit” (Philippians 

2:12-13, Jude 24-25).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IX. Christ Became Our Curse 
 

1) What aspects of these three readings are represented in this image? How 

are things that we've learned over the course of this study represented in 

it?  

a. Most clearly we see the "cursing of Christ" from Galatians 3:13.  

b. In Galatians 3, Paul is arguing that the Jewish law places all people 

under a curse (because no one can perfectly fulfill it), and therefore all 

are condemned. However – on the cross – Christ Himself became that 

curse, so that we might inherit the promises of God. This is represented 

by the spike/curse having pierced Jesus' hand instead of the man. 

 

2) According to the readings for this session, what would you say motivated 

Jesus to go to the cross? What motivated the Father to send Him? What 

does this tell us about the character of the Triune God?  

a. We see in Galatians and Revelation that Love for the saints motivated 

Christ, and again in John 3:16, we see that Love for the world motivated 

the Father.  

b. Try to stir up conversation in your group regarding what sort of Person 

this God must be if His love would move Him to make such sacrifices 

and to go to such ends of suffering for the sake of the Beloved. God 

pours Himself out for the sake of His people. 

c. Perhaps point out to your people that – if this is what our God is like 

and if this act of selfless love is the means of our having been born 

again –what sort of people ought we to be? 

 

3) All humans worship (i.e., live for, build their lives on, love more than 

anything, depend on) something. And at the end of the day, we will 

either worship the One True God, or an imposter. In this image we see a 

representation of the True God in Christ, and a representation of an 

impostor god. What are some differences you see between them?  

a. Christ dies for His people / the idol gloats as its worshippers die. Christ 

protects / the idol did nothing as the man was careening toward 

destruction. Christ is visually much bigger and more powerful in this 

image than the idol, this communicates the reality that God is infinitely 

greater in power and authority than the idols we are tempted to 

worship. Christ is fully invested, to the point that He lays down His life / 

the idol is indifferent. 

 

 



APPENDICES 

 

"X-Ray" Questions (From David Powlison in his book, Seeing With New Eyes) 

 

1. What do you love? Hate? 

2. What do you want, desire, crave, lust, and wish for? What desires do you serve 

and obey? 

3. What do you seek, aim for, and pursue? 

4. Where do you bank your hopes? 

5. What do you fear? What do you not want? What do you tend to worry about? 

6. What do you feel like doing? 

7. What do you think you need? What are your 'felt needs'? 

8. What are your plans, agendas, strategies, and intentions designed to 

accomplish? 

9. What makes you tick? What sun does your planet revolve around? What do 

you organize your life around? 

10. Where do you find refuge, safety, comfort, escape, pleasure, and security? 

11. What or whom do you trust? 

12. Whose performance matters? On whose shoulders does the well being of your 

world rest? Who can make it better, make it work, make it safe, make it 

successful? 

13. Whom must you please? Whose opinion of you counts? From whom do you 

desire approval and fear rejection? Whose value system do you measure 

yourself against? In whose eyes are you living? Whose love and approval do 

you need? 

14. Who are your role models? What kind of person do you think you ought to be 

or want to be? 

15. On your deathbed, what would sum up your life as worthwhile? What gives 

your life meaning? 

16. How do you define and weigh success and failure, right or wrong, desirable or 

undesirable, in any particular situation? 

17. What would make you feel rich, secure, prosperous? What must you get to 

make life sing? 



18. What would bring you the greatest pleasure, happiness, and delight? The 

greatest pain or misery? 

19. Whose coming into political power would make everything better? 

20. Whose victory or success would make your life happy? How do you define 

victory and success? 

21. What do you see as your rights? What do you feel entitled to? 

22. In what situations do you feel pressured or tense? Confident and relaxed? 

When you are pressured, where do you turn? What do you think about? What 

are your escapes? What do you escape from? 

23. What do you want to get out of life? What payoff do you seek out of the 

things you do? 

24. What do you pray for? 

25. What do you think about most often? What preoccupies or obsesses you? In 

the morning, to what does your mind drift instinctively? 

26. What do you talk about? What is important to you? What attitudes do you 

communicate? 

27. How do you spend your time? What are your priorities? 

28. What are your characteristic fantasies, either pleasurable or fearful? 

Daydreams? What do your night dreams revolve around? 

29. What are the functional beliefs that control how you interpret your life and 

determine how you act? 

30. What are your idols and false gods? In what do you place your trust, or set 

your hopes? What do you turn to or seek? Where do you take refuge? 

31. How do you live for yourself? 

32. How do you live as a slave of the devil? 

33. How do you implicitly say, “If only…” (to get what you want, avoid what you 

don't want, keep what you have)? 

34. What instinctively seems and feels right to you? What are your opinions, the 

things you feel true? 

35. Where do you find your identity? How do you define who you are? 

 

 



Resource link mentioned in Session II, Question 6 

 

Link: www.desiringgod.org/conference-messages/getting-to-the-bottom-of-your-joy 
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