
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Supremacy of Jesus Christ - Part II 
 "What Wondrous Love is This?" 

- Study Guide - 
 

 

 

This study guide is designed for both individual and small group studies, but can be used 

however you see fit to deepen your understanding of scripture and of the Savior that it reveals to 

us.  

Two profitable uses of this guide might be:  

1) Watch "What Wondrous Love is This – An Animation" as a small group and then discuss 

some of the included images and study questions.  

2) Watch the animation as a small group and then individually work through one section of 

the study guide each day until you meet together again. 

Ultimately, my prayer is that this study guide would function as a scriptural "arm" to swing the 

"sword" of the animation's imagery and music in the most effective way. I hope that after you've 

walked through the following pages, your understanding of Christ and His supremacy over idols 

will be deepened. 

In Him, 

Christopher Powers 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. Blotted Out of the Book 

Read: Exodus 32:30-35 

Consider: Yahweh, the One True God over all reality has a metaphorical "book." This 

"book" is mentioned a number of times throughout Scripture and, during the course of 

Biblical revelation, we find that this book is also called the “Book of Life” 

(Ps.69:28,Dan.12:1, Lk.10:20,Phil.4:3). It is a list of the names of those who will be 

saved from the curse of condemnation and brought to God as His children.  

But in this passage, God pronounces a curse, saying that whoever sins against Him will 

be blotted out of this book? The problem is that everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23), so 

how can there be any names left in it at all? Consider this question as we move forward 

in this study. 

Questions: 

1) Having read the passage in Exodus 32, why do you think this spike is falling from 

the sky? What might the spike itself represent? Why do you think verse 33 is 

inscribed on it?  

2) What is the specific sin of the people mentioned in this passage? 

3) Idolatry is not just bowing to a golden statue. How would you define it? (For some 

help, check out Part I of this study, or Jeremiah 2:11-13, Isaiah 55:2-3, and 

Romans 1:21-25.) 

4) When our hearts make something into an idol – how is that a sin "against God"? 

5) What does this verse say is the punishment for idolatry? How do we see that in 

the image? 



II. What Wondrous Love is This? 

Consider: Jesus is God in the flesh. He lived a life of perfect holiness and love, never 

once sinning against God or others. And yet, the passage that you are about to read in 

the gospel of Matthew describes how His life ended. And more than just the physical 

pain that you read about in these verses, He suffered the infinite horror of God's wrath. 

On the cross, Jesus was, quite literally, damned by God. Why did He do this? Read 

John 14:30-31 and 15:12-13 for an answer. 

Read: Matthew 27:24-50 

Questions: 

1) How is the passage in Matthew 27 represented in this image? 

2) Judging by what was learned in the previous section, why is it significant that the 

spike is piercing Jesus' hand? 

3) What is significant about where the man is sitting in this image? 

4) The love of God is the most beautiful truth in the universe, yet we see it best in 

the most horrific event in the universe. How does this image communicate that 

love? 

5) If time permits, read Galatians 2:20 and Revelation 1:5. With those verses 

echoing in your mind and heart, read Matthew 27:32-50 and see again the 

wondrous love of God in Christ. 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

III. Man of Sorrows 

Read: Isaiah 53:3-4 

Consider: This passage was written nearly 700 years before Jesus was born, and yet it 

gives one of the clearest and most powerful pictures of His substitutionary death in all of 

Scripture. Take a moment to read Hebrews 1:2-3, and then re-read Isaiah 53:3-4, and 

be staggered that these verses are talking about the same person. 

Questions: 

1) How is Isaiah 53:3-4 reflected in this picture? 

2) Taking into account both the reading from Isaiah and from Hebrews, why do you 

think Jesus looks the way He does in this image? 

3) What do you think the man in this image is thinking? What might you be thinking? 

4) The words "Sorrow" and "Grief" are used in both verse 3 and 4 of Isaiah 53. How 

are they used in verse 3? How does their use in verse 4 change the way we 

understand their use in verse 3? Jesus is called a "man of sorrows" and 

someone "acquainted with grief." Whose sorrows and griefs are these? 

5) Remember that Jesus reveals God to us (John 1:18). With that in mind – and 

remembering what we read about Jesus from Hebrews 1:2-3 – what does this 

passage tell us about the character of God? 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. The Sins of Us All 

Read: Isaiah 53:3-6 

Consider: The reading from Matthew in session 2 gave us a powerful re-telling of 

Christ's love-fueled suffering at the cross. However, in this passage, we step "behind 

the scenes" and look at what was happening in the spiritual realm during those 

sufferings. 

In Matthew's gospel we hear the clanging of iron and the shout of the crowds, but in 

Isaiah we hear the deep groaning of God's own heart. 

Questions: 

1) Which verses from the reading can you see represented in this image? 

2) In what ways is Jesus presented as a "substitute" in these verses? 

3) What is the sin that "we all" are guilty of in verse 6? What does Isaiah say that 

God does with this sin? What is the punishment for it? Have we been "like 

sheep" before? 

4) How do these verses give a "behind the scenes" glimpse of the death of Christ? 

According to Isaiah, what was happening while Jesus was suffering? 

5) Read Matthew 27:41-43. Do you understand these words differently after reading 

Isaiah? If so – how? 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Like a Lamb to the Slaughter 

Read: Isaiah 53:3-12, 1 John 4:9-10 (Your Bible translation may use the word 

"propitiation" in the 1 John passage. Propitiation can be understood as a "wrath-

absorbing sacrifice.") 

Consider: The Triune God of the Bible, the One True God, has eternally existed in the 

three Persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and within the Tri-Unity of God 

there has eternally been infinite and joy-filled love surging between these three (John 

1:1, 17:24, 1 John 4:8). If the greatest human love imaginable were represented by a 

drop of water, the Father's love for the Son would fill the oceans of earth 10,000 times 

over. And yet, in these passages we read that the Father Himself crushed His only 

begotten and eternally beloved Son.  

Understanding the horror and wonder and glory of the cross will grip our souls for 

eternity. 

Questions: 

1) The "Wrath of God" is God's holy, just, sovereign, and infinite anger against sin. 

Ultimately, being "blotted out" of God's book means to be under His wrath. 

Where do you see God's wrath in Isaiah 53 and 1 John 4? Toward whom is 

God's wrath directed in these passages? 

2) Hebrews 4:15 (and other places) teach that Jesus never sinned. If this is the 

case, why is He bearing God's wrath? 



 

3) How is the Wrath of God represented in this image? Does this picture make you 

think differently about Jesus' death on the cross? If so, how? 

4) If God did not love us the way 1 John says He does – how would this picture be 

different? 

5) Read Hebrews 10:26-31. If someone refuses to accept Jesus' absorption of 

God's wrath toward sinners at the cross, who will absorb the wrath due to their 

sins? 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. Forgiving Sin, Not Clearing the Guilty 

Read: Exodus 33:18-20, 34:5-7 

Consider: Moses asks to see God's glory and God responds by telling Moses His 

"Name." In this context, "Name" means far more than simply what someone is called. 

When God proclaims His Name to Moses, He is communicating His nature and 

character, His very essence. The glory of God is His Name (i.e., internal fullness of who 

He is) communicated. 

Questions: 

1) What are some glorious aspects of God's "Name" in Exodus 34:6-7? What are 

some terrifying aspects of it?1 

2) In verse 7, God says that He forgives "iniquity, transgression, and sin" and yet 

will "by no means clear the guilty." In order to forgive someone, they must be 

guilty. And yet, God both forgives all sorts of sins and at the same time by no 

means clears the guilty. How does the death of Jesus on the cross make sense 

of this apparent contradiction? 

3) How is God's Name in Exodus 34:6-7 represented in this image? How are the 

truths we've seen in previous sessions represented in it? (i.e., substitution, 

wondrous love and just wrath). 

                                                           
1
 It should be noted that in Exodus 20:5, God qualifies His punishment of the "third and fourth generations" by 

saying that He punishes the generations "of those who hate me." In other words, as long as a family continues to 
hate God by rebelling against Him, He pours out punishment on them. However, the implication is that, should a 
generation turn to God in love, they would find forgiveness. 



 

4) In John 1:18, John teaches that Jesus perfectly shows us what God is like. How 

is Jesus' death on Mount Calvary a proclamation of the same "Name" that Moses 

heard on Mount Sinai? 

 

Consider: Where are you in the picture? Have you seen the glory of God's love and 

forgiveness at the cross? Have you "tasted" this truth as sweet and life-altering good 

news? Is the God who forgives sin and yet punishes the guilty your beloved Father 

because of Jesus? Or are you still under the point of Wrath's Sword? Are you the one 

hanging on the cross of God's justice, ready to be damned for your sins? Yes, God 

punishes the guilty – but He is also ready to forgive. In a moment, Christ will take your 

place under the blade…if only you will see Him as glorious and trust Him as Lord. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VII. The Veil Removed 

Read: 2 Corinthians 3:16-4:6 

Consider: Remember that in Part I of this study ("It's Not Enough – An Animation") we 

learned the principle that "we become like what we worship." And recall also that idols 

are said to "have eyes" but be unable to see (Psalm 115:5, etc.). In this passage of 2 

Corinthians, Paul explains that our natural state is like that of the idols that we worship: 

blind.  All humans are born blind to the spiritual light of God's glory in Christ and so the 

gospel seems foolish to us and empty things seem desirable. 

In 2 Corinthians 3:16-4:6, Paul makes "seeing" Christ by faith (that is, recognizing Him 

to be the glorious one He claims to be) the turning point in our eternal lives. 

Questions: 

1) What elements from the reading in 2 Corinthians are being represented in this 

picture? 

2) What has this man seen (Hint:2 Cor.4:6)? How would you describe his emotions 

right now? What would you be thinking or feeling in his place? 

3) In 2 Cor.4:4, the god of this world (Satan) is said to be blinding the minds of 

people. To what is he blinding them? How do you think Satan does this? (Hint: 

Remember the study from Part I, also, read Romans 1:21-25). How is this 

represented in the above picture? 

 

 

 



4) Read Paul's own conversion story in Acts 26:12-18. After reading this passage 

(and keeping in mind 2 Corinthians 3:16-4:6), what would you say comes first: 

"sight" of Christ or faith in Christ? 

5) In the passages you've read, who gives a person this "sight'?  

6) Based on your answer from question 5, what then should be the “posture” of the 

human heart toward God? (for example: proud, humble, dependent, 

independent, partnering with Him, leaning on Him, spiteful, grateful, etc.)? 

7) Has 2 Corinthians 4:6 or Acts 26:18 happened to you? Another way to ask that 

question is: "Do you recognize Jesus Christ, and the gospel of His death and 

resurrection as glorious and beautiful and satisfying to your soul?" If Yes, what 

makes you say this? If No, why do you think that is the case? 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIII. The Conquering Lamb 

Read: Revelation 5:6-14 

Consider: Jesus died. That is certain. And yet, the glorious, reality-altering truth is that 

He is risen! He conquered death through His own death and, in doing so secured the 

eternal joy of all who would trust in Him. In this passage we're given a glimpse of how 

God brings joy out of sorrow and victory out of suffering. And if Jesus Christ is our Lord 

and Savior, we will surely follow Him on that same path. There will be suffering for us, 

just as there was for Him, perhaps terrible suffering. But be sure of this, Christian, glory 

will follow. Joy will follow. The slain-yet-living "lamb" at the Father's right hand assures 

us of this. 

Questions: 

1) In Isaiah 53:3-12, we read about Jesus as the Lamb who was slain for the sins of 

His people. How is the description of Jesus in this passage similar to Isaiah? 

How is it different? 

2) In Isaiah and some of the other passages we've read in this study, Jesus' death 

was presented as a tragedy (as, indeed, it was). How is His death presented in 

Revelation 5? What is the specific reason that Jesus is being worshiped in 

verses 9-10? 

3) According to this passage, what did Jesus' death accomplish? How was this 

expressed in the animation? 

 

 



 

4) Recall that this study started with God's warning that those who sinned against 

Him would be "blotted out" of His book of life. However, in Revelation 13:8 (read 

13:5-8 to get the context) we learn the full name of that book. What is the full 

name of the book of life?  

5) What do you think the relation is between the names written in The Book of Life 

of the Lamb Who Was Slain and Revelation 5:9? 

6) According to God’s curse in Exodus 32:33, every single human on this planet 

should be “blotted out” of the book of life, because all of us have sinned against 

Him (Romans 3:23). However, Revelation 13:8 tells us that people's names are 

written in it. How might Revelation 5:9 help us to understand this apparent 

contradiction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IX. Christ Became Our Curse 

Read: John 3:16, Galatians 3:13, Revelation 1:4-5 

Consider: This study started with Exodus 32:33 proclaiming a "curse" toward anyone 

who would sin against God – and that is all of us. Now we end the study seeing that, for 

the Christian, God the Son Himself bears our curse.  

On the cross, it was as if Jesus' name was "blotted out" of the book of life so that 

everyone who would trust in Him would have their names included. The curse of God's 

wrath against sin will fall on someone. The question is: Will it fall on us or on Christ? 

Questions: 

1) What aspects of these three readings are represented in this image? How are 

things that we've learned over the course of this study represented in it? 

2) According to the readings for this session, what would you say motivated Jesus 

to go to the cross? What motivated the Father to send Him? What does this tell 

us about the character of the Triune God? 

3) All humans worship (i.e., live for, build their lives on, love more than anything) 

something. And at the end of the day, we will either worship the One True God, 

or an imposter. In this image we see a representation of the True God in Christ, 

and a representation of an impostor god. What are some differences you see 

between them?  

 

 



X. Conclusion 

In 1 John 4:9-10, John tells us that love is perfectly defined and manifested by what 

God does for us at the cross in Christ. If your "god," if the supreme treasure of your life, 

does not bear the wounds where He died in your place, then that "god" does not love 

you. Let me say it another way: if you are living for a "god" that has not laid down his life 

to save you from hell, then that god will fail you…either in this life or on your deathbed, it 

will fail you.   

In this last picture, the man had been worshipping a thing that was not God (you fill in 

the blank for whatever your idol might be: a hobby, self-image, lust, a marriage, a 

reputation, a dream, a ministry). He was looking for satisfaction in a thing that promised 

to fill him up but never delivered. Then, the Spirit of God opened his eyes (2 Cor.3:18) 

to see the gospel of the glory of Christ (2 Cor.4:4-6). Rather than smiling smugly as the 

man drowned in his hopelessness, Christ dies for the man – for his enemy – so that he 

might truly come alive and so know God as his treasure. 

So, I want to end part two of this three part study by asking you: Is Jesus glorious to 

you? Is the gospel beautiful to you? Have you seen the gospel of the glory of Christ? 

Have you come alive to the realization that every "god" except for Jesus Christ will fail 

you? Have you seen the wondrous love of God that pours out His own infinitely precious 

life so that your curse can be absorbed and you can come to Him as True Bread and 

True Satisfaction (Isaiah 55:2-3)? Are your eyes opened by the Spirit to see that Jesus 

Christ is better – infinitely better – than the gods of this world that would promise life and 

give death, smiling all the while?  

May God – by His grace and through His Spirit – open our eyes to see His glory in 

Christ, glory that surpasses the gods and promises and offerings of this world as much 

as the sun surpasses a candle. If we have never seen Him, may we see and be saved. 

And if we have seen Him and loved Him – may we see more and love more!  

 

 

 

 


